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The Brief

01The Strait of Hormuz has been declared closed after a supertanker exploded upon hitting naval mines,
contradicting claims that the vital waterway was fully de-mined.

02US 10-year Treasury yields breached the critical 5% threshold for the first time since 2023 as persistent inflation

fears drive a significant shift in market sentiment.

03Apple officially released macOS 27 featuring a large language model-based overhaul of Siri designed to provide
context-aware responses.

04President Trump and Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang publicly dismissed Al safety concerns during a summit while
industry leaders advocate for a development slowdown.

05Russian drones struck targets merely two kilometers from the Polish border, raising immediate security concerns
among authorities during the ongoing conflict.

General

Trump Jr Wife Confirms Putin Ally Funded Wedding Festivities

Donald Trump Jr.'s wife, Bettina Trump, has confirmed that their recent wedding was partially funded by a Russian
oligarch. Umar Kremlev, who runs the International Boxing Association and has close ties to Vladimir Putin, paid for
significant portions of the event. The payment covered hundreds of thousands of dollars for two nights of the three-day
festivities held on a private island. This confirmation follows an investigative report by ProPublica that initially detailed the
financial arrangement. The couple has described the payment as a generous gift from a friend rather than a transactional
exchange. However, ethics watchdog groups have raised serious concerns about the appearance of a conflict of interest.
Critics argue that accepting lavish gifts from someone associated with a foreign head of state is improper. Although



Donald Trump Jr. is not a US government employee, the optics remain damaging for the Trump family. The incident has
sparked renewed controversy regarding the family's historical ties to Russia. High-profile guests including Ivanka Trump
and Jared Kushner were in attendance at the lavish ceremony. Experts suggest it is unlikely such a large gift was given
without expectations of future influence. The situation highlights ongoing scrutiny over the Trump circle's financial
dealings with foreign entities. Questions remain about whether further disclosures will be made regarding other
contributors. This development adds to the complex political landscape surrounding the former president's family. The
controversy is expected to persist as investigators and journalists dig deeper into the funding sources.

BBC News

Calvert-Lewin Stars as Leeds United Dominates Newcastle

Leeds United secured a significant victory over Newcastle United in a Premier League clash at Elland Road. Dominic
Calvert-Lewin was the standout performer, scoring a trademark header that delighted the home crowd. Ao Tanaka also
contributed to the win by scoring the opening goal of the match. The result marks Leeds' second consecutive Premier
League victory and showcases their growing strength. Newcastle's head coach Matthias Jaissle acknowledged his team
failed to match the intensity of the Whites. The visitors struggled to cope with the pace and physicality displayed by the
Leeds side. Key defenders including Nico Elvedi and Tarik Muharemovic played significant roles in the clean sheet.
Midfielders Anton Stach and Ethan Ampadu were also praised for their impressive displays during the game.
Calvert-Lewin's performance has sparked speculation about a potential recall to the England national team. Several
Leeds players featured in the Premier League team of the week following their dominant display. Substitutes Melvin Bard
and Daniel James made their Premier League debuts in the second half. The win cements Leeds' position as a top
contender in the current Premier League season. Newcastle's poor form against Leeds in head-to-head matches
continued to fuel their struggles on the day. The match highlighted the contrast between Newcastle's attacking play and
their defensive vulnerabilities. Overall, the result serves as a significant boost to Leeds' season ambitions.
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Israeli Minister Threatens to Revoke Filmmakers' Citizenship Over Gaza
Documentary

Israel's Culture Minister Miki Zohar has called for the revocation of citizenship for two Oscar-winning filmmakers. The
directors, Yuval Abraham and Rachel Szor, created a documentary accusing the Israeli army of mass civilian killings. The
film cites the use of Al-powered targeting systems during the 2023 war in Gaza as evidence. Zohar described the
filmmakers' actions as treason against the state in a strongly worded statement. The documentary received a 25-minute
standing ovation at the Venice Film Festival prior to this controversy. Critics argue that the minister's threat raises serious
concerns about freedom of speech in Israel. The incident highlights the growing scrutiny of the Israeli military's actions in
the Palestinian territories. Many in the film industry have expressed support for the directors amidst the political backlash.
The filmmakers have won previous accolades including an Oscar for earlier work. Key organizations involved include the
Israeli Defense Forces and various human rights groups. The allegation of systemic intentional killings strikes at the heart
of the ongoing conflict narrative. Zohar's comments suggest a hardline stance against dissent regarding military conduct.
The issue is likely to spark further debate and controversy in the coming days internationally. Legal experts are
questioning the viability of stripping citizenship over artistic expression. This case underscores the tension between
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national security narratives and documentary journalism.

BBC News

UK Government Plans Law Change Following Reform UK Mega Donations

The UK government is planning to change the law on political donations in response to recent controversy. The proposed
legislation aims to limit donations from British citizens living abroad to £100,000 per year. This change would be
backdated to March 25th to cover recent large contributions. Two British billionaires have donated a combined £72m to
Reform UK led by Nigel Farage. Ben Delo and Christopher Harborne are the specific donors identified in the reports.
Critics argue the retrospective nature of the law may be unfair to those living abroad. Farage has defended the donations
as entirely legal under the current regulatory framework. He argues that retrospectively declaring them illegal is a moral
issue rather than a legal one. The government believes the move is necessary to ensure proportionate political funding.
Exact details regarding residency requirements have yet to be fully decided by lawmakers. The move is seen as a
significant shift in the debate on political funding in the UK. Implications for the country's electoral landscape could be
substantial if the law passes. Current rules do not subject citizens living abroad to the same restrictions as those in the
UK. The controversy has sparked a broader debate on how political parties should be funded. The law change is
expected to be passed despite the ongoing political disagreement.
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Also in General

Macklemore dropped from Ed Sheeran tour after 'Free Palestine' speech

| got paid $5,000 to move to a place I'd never heard of

"This is what women in sport look like' - Hunt leads response to Sweeney advert

Oasis confirm second leg of reunion tour after weeks of social media teasers

Man admits drugging and raping wife over 20 years
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Finance

US 10-Year Treasury Yield Breaches 5% Amid Inflation Fears

The US 10-year Treasury yield has surpassed the critical 5% threshold for the first time since 2023. On Monday, the
benchmark rate reached as high as 5.01%, signaling a significant shift in market sentiment. This surge was driven
primarily by growing concerns over persistent inflation within the US economy. Investors are increasingly worried about
the purchasing power of future fixed-income payments. The yield serves as a crucial benchmark for US mortgage loans
and bonds globally. Consequently, this increase will likely raise borrowing costs for consumers and businesses alike. The
move was partly attributed to increased borrowing needs from both the government and corporations. Higher supply of
treasuries can depress prices and push yields higher, as seen in this session. Key figures involved include investors and
policymakers who closely monitor Treasury yields for economic signals. Organizations such as the Federal Reserve will
feel immediate pressure from this market development. Financial institutions are likely to adjust their portfolios in
response to the higher rate environment. The rise in the yield is a clear sign of rising interest rates and inflationary
pressures. This development may influence upcoming monetary policy decisions by the central bank. Market participants
are now pricing in a more aggressive stance from the Fed to combat inflation. The breach of the 5% level is a
psychological barrier that could trigger further selling in bonds. It reflects the growing concern over inflation and the
potential for higher interest rates. Economic growth could be hampered if borrowing costs remain elevated for an
extended period.

Bloomberg Markets

Gold Slides to $4,300 as Oil Surge Fuels Rate Hike Speculation

Gold prices have declined to a five-week low of around $4,300 an ounce. This drop follows a 1% decline in the previous
trading session, indicating sustained selling pressure. The decline is attributed to disruptions in oil flows from the Middle
East region. Higher oil prices are expected to fuel inflation across the global economy. Consequently, there is increased
pressure on the Federal Reserve to raise interest rates soon. The Federal Reserve is set to meet in the coming days to
decide on monetary policy. Traders are currently pricing in a 92% chance of a rate increase at this meeting. This would
mark the first rate hike in three years, a significant milestone for policy. Higher interest rates are seen as negative for
gold, which does not pay interest to holders. Investors often rotate out of non-yielding assets when bond yields become
more attractive. The Fed's decision will have significant implications for the global economy and financial markets. The
Middle East, particularly oil-producing countries such as Saudi Arabia and Iran, is a key location involved. Energy prices
are also expected to rise, making inflation a major concern for policymakers. The Fed's decision will impact the global
economy, making it matter for investors and policymakers. The broader financial community is watching closely for
signals regarding future rate paths. The article suggests that gold prices are expected to remain under pressure in the
coming days. Market volatility is likely to increase as the Fed meeting approaches.
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Strait of Hormuz Declared Closed After Supertanker Mine Strike

A foreign supertanker, the EL GAIA, exploded after hitting naval mines in the Strait of Hormuz. Iran's IRGC Navy has
announced the incident, confirming the severity of the situation. The incident contradicts President Trump's claims that
the strait has been fully de-mined. Following the explosion, Iranian authorities have asserted that the Strait of Hormuz is
closed. This closure poses a significant threat to global energy supplies and trade routes. The US is seeking a
step-by-step agreement with Iran to resolve the escalating tension. Such an agreement could be a prelude to
negotiations without abandoning military pressure. The Gulf Cooperation Council meeting to reopen the Strait was
postponed indefinitely. Disagreements over the draft agreement prevented the GCC from reaching a consensus.
Meanwhile, the Houthis have seized more Red Sea territory, including Perim Island. They are threatening to blockade the
strait, adding another layer of risk to shipping. Saudi oil exports face disruption after a pipeline shutdown, pushing oil
prices above $100 per barrel. The Houthis also attacked a Saudi base in Yemen, causing extensive damage. This attack
sparked retaliation from the Saudi coalition, intensifying the regional conflict. The Yemen conflict is ongoing, with the
Houthis' seizure of new territory putting them closer to US forces. The incident and ongoing tensions highlight the
ongoing crisis in the Strait of Hormuz. There is an urgent need for diplomacy to address the issue and restore flow.

ZeroHedge
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Bitcoin Rallies on Surging Odds for US Crypto Clarity Act

Prediction market optimism has surged regarding the US government passing a crypto market structure bill. Specifically,
the Clarity Act odds have risen significantly on platforms like Polymarket. The bill's odds have risen to nearly 30% after
Senate Republicans released a final draft. This draft incorporates changes requested by Democrats, improving its
chances of passage. President Trump has agreed to ethics restrictions on crypto-related dealings by officials. These
restrictions also apply to their spouses, addressing potential conflict of interest concerns. Stablecoin rewards, a key
sticking point in negotiations, appear to have been addressed. However, passage is still uncertain, as the bill requires 60
votes in the Senate. Lawmakers may still face a lengthy amendment process before a final vote occurs. The odds of
passage before July 1 have risen to 53% on Polymarket. Analysts note that there is still uncertainty and potential political
backlash remaining. The Clarity Act is seen as essential to ensuring America's leadership in the global tech race. lts
passage would require bipartisan support and a presidential signature to become law. The next move belongs to
Democrats, who may not see enough in the bill to justify support. The bill's passage would have significant implications
for the crypto industry and markets. Investors are anticipating a potential surge in Bitcoin prices if the bill succeeds.
Regulatory clarity is often cited as the missing link for institutional adoption of digital assets.
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US Data Centers Projected to Consume More Natural Gas Than Most Nations
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Data centers in the US are expected to consume more natural gas than most countries. Gas consumption is projected to
grow by 15 billion cubic feet per day by 2035. This projection comes from a new report according to BloombergNEF. The
trend is driven by the increasing demand for electricity to power the Al industry. Gas power plants serve as a key source
of power for these facilities. They are preferred due to their ability to ramp up and down quickly. The US is expected to
account for 69% of the power needed by new grid-connected data centers. The power sector is the second-largest driver
of US gas demand in the decade through 2035. The abundance and low cost of producing natural gas in the US are key
factors. This is combined with the ability of gas plants to meet variable demands of 24/7 data centers. Key organisations
involved include BloombergNEF and the US Energy Information Administration. Investment firms such as Kimmeridge
Energy Management Co are also watching this trend. The growth of the data center industry is critical to the Al bubble
narrative. Increasing demand for gas power poses challenges for domestic gas producers. The report's findings highlight
the complex challenge facing the domestic gas industry. Producers will need to produce an additional 11 billion cubic feet
per day to meet demand. The outlook is likely to have significant implications for the energy sector.

ZeroHedge
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EPA Poised To Scrap Power Plant Carbon Standards

Court Rejects DOE Order To Delay Michigan Coal Plant Retirement

Junk Debt From Asia Is Beating Bonds Almost Everywhere in 2026

Trump Says Meeting With Chinese Leader Will Cover 'Almost Everything'

Piero Cipollone: The future of euro cash: trusted today, designed for tomorrow

Trump Says US Could Remain In Iran And Keep Oil, Similar To Deal With Venezuela

The Al doom debate is getting carried away. Al is a product, not a god.
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NATO Vows More Ukraine Support After Boris Johnson & David Petraeus Train Attack Near-Miss

Romania

President Dan to Designate Prime Minister Amidst Political Crisis

Romanian President Nicusor Dan has announced his intention to designate a candidate for prime minister before his
departure for the US. He warned that Romania cannot afford to extend the country's ongoing political crisis. Dan
emphasized that he does not want to lead to early elections, but cannot rule out the possibility entirely. He stated that
early elections would lead to more attacks between parties, economic stagnation, and uncertainty. Dan has met with
representatives of the parties and has already discussed the possibility of designating a prime minister. He declined to
comment on whether he will appoint Alex Nazare as the new prime minister, citing the complexity of the situation.
President Dan will lead the Romanian delegation to the 81st session of the United Nations General Assembly in New
York in September 2026. This move aims to strengthen Romania's position and promote its interests on the international
stage. The appointment of a new prime minister is seen as crucial to addressing Romania's economic and political
challenges. President Dan will convene parties at the Cotroceni presidential palace on Wednesday to discuss
consultations. During this meeting, he will also announce the name of the prime minister candidate. Romania has been
without a full-power government since May 5, when the liberal cabinet led by llie Bolojan was dismissed. The social
democrats withdrew their support for the opposition's leader, contributing to the stalemate. President Dan has nominated
two candidates for prime minister so far, Eugen Tomac and Adrian Vestea. He has indicated that he will convene parties
on Wednesday to discuss consultations and make a decision. The president has stated that he wants to avoid early
elections and has expressed concerns about the economic situation. He has also emphasized that the parties must work
together to form a government, as the current state of affairs is fragile. The president's announcement comes after a
period of political instability in Romania. This decision is expected to bring some clarity to the political landscape before
his international departure. Stakeholders are watching closely to see if a stable coalition can finally be established.

Biziday HotNews.ro
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200,000 Farmers Plan Unauthorized Protest in Bucharest

A large number of Romanian farmers, estimated to be around 200,000, are planning to hold an unauthorized march and
protest in front of the government in Bucharest. The protest is scheduled to take place on Tuesday, causing significant
alarm among authorities. The protesters are extremely dissatisfied with the government's lack of support for the
agricultural sector. They have threatened to stay in the capital until their demands are met. The authorities are on high
alert and have set up filters on the roads leading to the capital. Additional filters have been established around the
Victoriei Square, where the protest is expected to take place. The police have announced that they will be conducting
body searches on protesters. They will not tolerate any violence during the demonstration. The protest is not authorized,
and the authorities have warned that those who bring animals or sharp objects will be denied entry. The police and
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gendarmes are preparing for a massive operation to maintain order. Hundreds of gendarmes and civilians are expected
to be deployed to the area. This protest comes after violent clashes between farmers and police during a previous
demonstration. The government has been criticized for its lack of support for the agricultural sector. Agriculture is a
significant contributor to the country's economy. The situation is expected to be volatile given the history of recent
clashes. Authorities have warned that they will take all necessary measures to maintain public order. Farmers argue that
current policies threaten their livelihoods and sustainability. Negotiations have stalled leading up to this planned
mobilization. Public transport in Bucharest may be affected by the large gathering. The outcome of this protest could
influence future agricultural policy decisions.

Antena 3
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Russian Drones Strike Near Polish Border in Escalation

Two Russian drones attacked Ukraine, with one hitting a train and another a cargo truck near the Polish border. The
incident occurred on the Kiev-Warsaw route, merely 2 kilometers from the Polish border. The attack was detected by
Polish authorities, raising immediate security concerns. Polish Premier Donald Tusk has convened an emergency
meeting of the National Security Centre to discuss the attack. Polish Defense Minister Wtadystaw Kosiniak-Kamysz
stated that Polish air defenses successfully repelled the attack. He confirmed that there was no harm to citizens during
the incident. The Russian drones were identified as Geran-5, a type of reconnaissance drone. They were detected by
Polish air defense systems before causing significant damage. The incident is part of a broader Russian aerial assault on
Ukraine. Authorities in Poland have raised alerts and sirens in eastern regions. Polish authorities have taken precautions,
with air defense systems on high alert. Emergency meetings were held to discuss the incident and future responses. The
attack is seen as a significant escalation of the conflict between Russia and Ukraine. Polish officials have warned of real
and immediate threats to the region. The incident has sparked concerns about the security of the Polish border. It also
tests the country's commitment to NATO and EU values. Romania shares similar security concerns as a neighboring
NATO member. The proximity of the attack to EU borders highlights the volatility of the conflict. International observers
are monitoring the situation for further escalation. This event underscores the need for continued vigilance in Eastern
Europe.

Antena 3

Romanian Construction Sector Attracts International Investment

International companies are increasingly interested in investing in the Romanian construction sector. Companies from
Austria are particularly active, with firms like Strabag acquiring local companies. These acquisitions have happened in a
short period of time, indicating rapid interest. This trend matters because it shows that foreign companies see potential in
the Romanian market. Investors are willing to invest in local companies to access local expertise and equipment. They
also seek to secure contracts within the country. The Romanian construction sector has experienced rapid growth in
recent years. There was an 80% increase in profit recorded recently. The sector reached 253 billion lei in value in 2022.
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The sector's growth is attributed to the European Union's Recovery Plan. The PNRR has financed numerous
infrastructure projects including highways. Hospitals and airports have also been financed under this plan. However,
there are concerns about the sector's sustainability. The predictability of new licenses remains a challenge. There is a
lack of a clear political commitment to prioritize budgetary allocations. These factors may impact future growth
trajectories. Industry experts note that the sector is now facing a new challenge. Not all projects financed by PNRR have
been completed. They must now be finalized with local funding. The future of the sector is uncertain without a clearer
plan.

Ziarul Financiar

National Bank of Romania Ready to Print Euro Banknotes

The National Bank of Romania has launched a special commemorative banknote for collecting. The banknote features
the founder of the National Bank, Eugeniu Carada. This launch marks the 190th anniversary of his birth. Governor Mugur
Isarescu has announced that the National Bank is ready to print Euro banknotes. He stated they are prepared to do so if
necessary. The banknotes will include a new security feature that makes them difficult to counterfeit. The commemorative
banknote is printed on polymer. It features a unique security element with color-changing ink. This ink is difficult to
replicate by counterfeiters. The banknote is designed to be visually appealing. It serves as a tribute to Carada's
contributions to Romanian banking history. The National Bank of Romania has produced 16,000 units of the
commemorative banknote. There are also 1,000 special collections featuring four banknotes each. The special
collections will be sold in select locations starting from September 15, 2026. The price is set at 840 lei for each collection.
The commemorative banknote will be available for circulation starting in 2026. Its value is 240 lei, including VAT and
packaging. The design features a portrait of Carada and the Romanian coat of arms. The National Bank has introduced
new security measures to prevent counterfeiting. These include the use of advanced pigments and magnetic ink.
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Guvernul Ungariei a prezentat proiectul cu care vrea sa schimbe legislatia anti-LGBT din perioada lui Viktor Orban

Trump anunta ca Rusia si Ucraina opresc atacurile asupra infrastructurii energetice. Zelenski il contrazice: Nu e un
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Pretul petrolului a crescut din nou dupa ce o conducta din Arabia Saudita a fost atacata cu drone. "Nu se stie cat va
fi nefunctionald”
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Restrictiile pe care le va propune Comisia Europeana pentru accesul copiilor la retele sociale si chatboturile Al

Relatia de pe Tinder a unui ofiter NATO a declansat o alerta de securitate la o baza din Marea Britanie

Metalul obscur care a devenit arma geopolitica. China decide cine il primeste si cine nu, iar Occidentul depinde de
el

Actiunile companiilor din domeniul Al Tnregistreaza scaderi pe toate pietele bursiere, dupa ce liderii unor companii
din domeniu au cerut o incetinire a ritmului de dezvoltare a tehnologiei.

Razboiul din Orientul Mijlociu face hainele mai scumpe, iar consumatorii vor resimti probabil impactul din aceasta
toamna

Nicusor Dan explica "nationalismul sanatos". "Daca nu te infasori de trei ori pe zi cu tricolorul nu inseamna ca nu {ii
la tara"

Scotia, Irlanda de Nord si Tara Galilor vor organizarea de referendumuri pentru independenta. Prim-ministrii celor

trei tari au semnat un memorandum prin care s-au angajat sa colaboreze Tn acest sens si declara ca “epoca
Westminsterului se apropie de sfarsit”.

Technology

Apple Unveils macOS 27 and Overhauled Siri Al

Apple has officially released its 2026 operating system updates, marking a significant milestone for the tech giant. The
flagship feature is the new Siri Al, which represents a large language model-based overhaul of the company's voice
assistant. This new system allows for context-aware responses and can interact directly with applications on the device.
Users can now ask Siri questions within Spotlight Search and search within specific areas of context for more accuracy.
The update also introduces design tweaks to macOS, including a new Liquid Glass design slider for visual customization.
iOS 27 arrives with similar capabilities, ensuring parity across Apple's ecosystem. Early reviews suggest users are finally
finding Siri useful for complex tasks like drafting messages and fetching context from files. The update is powered by
Apple-developed models labeled AFM 3, which drive the new Apple Intelligence features. Available devices include the
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MacBook Air, Pro, iMac, Mac Mini, Mac Studio, Mac Pro, and the new MacBook Neo. iPhone 11 and later models also
support the new iOS features, extending the reach of these tools. Security improvements include enhanced child safety
controls and shared cross-platform photo albums. Productivity features have been bolstered with document review and
writing assistance tools. This update matters because it demonstrates Apple's commitment to innovation in Al-powered
assistants. The changes will likely benefit users who value convenience, accuracy, and ease of use in their daily
workflows. Overall, macOS 27 Golden Gate represents a significant step forward for Apple's operating system strategy.

TechCrunch Ars Technica TechCrunch

Trump and Nvidia CEO Dismiss Al Safety Concerns at Summit

Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang took a call from President Trump on stage during the All-In Podcast's summit in Los Angeles.
The call was sparked by a recent essay from Anthropic CEO Dario Amodei arguing for slowed Al development. President
Trump pushed back against these views during the live broadcast, calling concerns about Al development a hoax. He
stated firmly that the robots will not be taking over the world during his administration. Huang took a conciliatory tone on
stage, suggesting that everybody will win in the Al race in America. This event highlights the ongoing debate about Al
development and the concerns of experts who fear rapid progress. The incident underscores the complex relationship
between tech executives and government officials regarding high-profile topics. Other Al leaders have expressed
concerns about the rapid development of Al capabilities at the same summit. Speaker of the House Mike Johnson
acknowledged the need for guardrails but expressed reluctance to impose emergency measures. The current
administration is seen as being less supportive of regulation compared to previous calls for safety standards. Trump's
comments were met with applause from Huang and the audience of tech industry leaders. However, the move sparked
criticism from public relations professionals and safety advocates. The event matters because it signals a potential shift in
government stance on Al oversight. It also highlights the tension between technological progress and environmental or
safety concerns. This public display of alignment between the President and industry leaders could influence future policy
directions.

The Verge TechCrunch Ars Technica

EPA Rolls Back Power Plant Rules to Aid Data Center Growth

The US Environmental Protection Agency has announced plans to repeal standards on greenhouse gas pollution from
power plants. This move is strongly opposed by environmental and consumer advocates across the country. The
proposal, made under President Donald Trump, would make electricity dirtier and increase the nation's greenhouse gas
emissions. The EPA claims the repeal will save $310 billion over the coming years. Critics argue this savings would come
at a significant cost to the environment and public health. The proposal would also make it easier to build out
energy-hungry data centers which are driving up power demand. Environmental advocates argue that the move would
lead to increased healthcare costs and economic struggle. The Sierra Club has vowed to fight the proposal in the courts
and communities across the country. The EPA's actions have been criticized as part of a broader deregulation effort to
promote fossil fuels. The US remains the world's largest carbon emitter despite these regulatory changes. The proposal
will be open for public comment for 45 days before finalization. It is likely to face significant opposition from various
stakeholders during this period. The move matters because it would have significant impacts on the environment and the
economy. This is particularly relevant in the context of rising energy demand from the tech industry. The decision
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connects directly to the administration's broader support for Al infrastructure expansion.
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OpenAl Acquires Camera Startup Glass Imaging for $300 Million

OpenAl has acquired smartphone camera maker Glass Imaging in a deal worth over $300 million. The acquisition
involves Ziv Attar and Tom Bishop, a pair of former Apple engineers. These engineers previously led the team that
developed Apple's popular Portrait Mode feature. Glass Imaging's expertise in Al-powered camera technology will
complement OpenAl's existing work on Al models. The acquisition highlights OpenAl's growing interest in hardware
development beyond software services. This deal is part of OpenAl's broader strategy to develop Al-powered products
that can learn and adapt. The company is reportedly looking into smartphones, earbuds, and Al companion devices for
future releases. This move matters because it showcases OpenAl's ambition to create innovative Al-powered hardware.
Such hardware could overcome physical constraints of current smartphone cameras using computational photography.
With this deal, OpenAl is further solidifying its position as a leader in Al technology integration. The acquisition also
underscores the growing collaboration between OpenAl and former Apple executives. CEO Sam Altman and famed
Apple designer Jony lve are part of this growing network of talent. It remains unclear when consumers might see
products resulting from this acquisition. However, the investment signals a clear direction for the company's product
roadmap. Competitors may now feel pressure to accelerate their own hardware and Al integration plans.

TechCrunch

Waymo Launches Robotaxi Service in Las Vegas

Waymo has begun offering its robotaxi service to the public in Las Vegas, Nevada. This launch follows final approval
from the state's transportation regulators after months of testing. The service will start with dozens of Ojai minivan
robotaxis serving a specific area of the city. A larger fleet is expected to expand in the future as demand grows. Waymo's
entry into Las Vegas marks its 15th market in the United States. It follows earlier launches in other US cities including
Denver, San Diego, and Tampa. The company's service will be rolled out on a rolling basis to members of the public.
This move is part of Waymo's effort to ramp up operations across the US and Europe. Competitors such as Tesla and
Zoox are also launching commercial robotaxi services in similar markets. Las Vegas is a key location for the development
of autonomous transportation due to its tourism industry. The city's regulations have authorized Waymo to operate up to
1,000 robotaxis in the county. Tesla and Uber have also received authorization for thousands of vehicles in the same
region. This will total up to 7,000 robotaxis in the county over the next 12 months. The service matters because it marks
an important milestone in the development of autonomous transportation. Implications for urban planning and traffic
management are significant for future mobility solutions.

TechCrunch
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A new report reveals that the vast majority of enterprise Al agent pilots fail to reach full deployment. Data indicates a
staggering 89% failure rate when moving from pilot to production environments. Deloitte's 2026 technology trends
research highlights that only 11 to 14 percent of enterprises have successfully scaled their agents. Despite this low
success rate, 78 percent of organizations currently have at least one agent pilot running. The primary issue lies not with
the Al models themselves but with the operational layer surrounding them. Common blockers include scope creep, data
access issues, and a distinct lack of evaluation protocols. Many organizations also struggle with unclear ownership and
ineffective cost control measures. Crunch-IS is highlighted as a leader in this space due to its specific delivery approach.
Their method focuses heavily on building around the operational layer rather than just the model. Survey data shows
successful organizations spend significantly more on evaluation infrastructure and monitoring. They also ensure there is
a named governance owner assigned to every single agent. This suggests that adoption is nearly universal across the
industry while actual deployment remains rare. Organizations must address these specific operational blockers to
achieve successful outcomes. The gap between pilot and production is not evidence that the technology fails to work.
Instead, it signals that companies are building demos rather than robust operating models. Without shifting focus to
operations, the failure rate is likely to remain persistently high. This trend underscores the need for mature governance
frameworks in Al development. Investment in staffing and infrastructure is proving to be a key differentiator for success.
Ultimately, the industry is learning that deployment requires more than just functional code. Strategic operational planning
is now the critical factor in scaling Al agents.

Al News

Al Leaders Are Calling for a Slowdown. Trump's Team Says It's on Them

A significant debate has emerged between US government officials and technology leaders regarding Al regulation.
Industry leaders are calling for a slowdown in artificial intelligence development to mitigate potential risks. Dario Amodei,
CEO of Anthropic, has publicly advocated for regulation and an industry-wide pause. His stance has received
endorsements from other major figures like OpenAl's Sam Altman and Elon Musk. Microsoft's Satya Nadella has also
expressed support for pacing the development of these powerful systems. However, the US government has remained
skeptical of any measures that might hinder progress. President Trump has stated that slowing down Al development
would put the US at a disadvantage. China is viewed as a significant threat to national security and economic interests in
this sector. The administration has pushed back against the idea of regulation with a competitive mindset. The President
famously stated that whoever wins Al wins the future competition. Despite government resistance, companies are taking
voluntary steps to reestablish public trust. OpenAl has committed to using independent evaluators to ensure safety and
responsible practices. The debate highlights the complex need for balance between promoting innovation and ensuring
safety. There are significant concerns about antitrust law complicating any collaborative slowdown efforts. Additionally,
there is fear that regulation could allow China to gain a decisive advantage. The situation remains complex with no clear
consensus on the path forward. Companies are trying to align Al development with human values while maintaining
competitiveness. Ultimately, the fate of Al regulation in the US remains uncertain amidst these conflicting pressures. This
tension defines the current landscape of Al policy and corporate strategy. Stakeholders are watching closely to see how
this conflict between safety and speed resolves.
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New York Seizes a Dozen Celebrity Deepfake Websites
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The Manhattan District Attorney's Office has seized over a dozen abusive deepfake websites. This action marks one of
the largest takedowns of explicit deepfake content to date. The websites were used to share and sell non-consensual
celebrity deepfake videos. Investigations found that the sites featured over 1,200 people mostly women. Victims included
social media influencers, actors, and politicians targeted by these schemes. The seizure is significant as it marks a major
crackdown on the growing deepfake industry. Officials say the content takes an immense toll on the emotional and
mental well-being of victims. The websites were likely viewed millions of times before law enforcement intervened. They
used Al technology to create graphic and realistic videos including sexually explicit scenes. The seizure was carried out
under New York's criminal procedure laws. Investigations are ongoing into those responsible for the websites and the
uploaders. This move is seen as a major victory in the fight against synthetic non-consensual intimate imagery. The
seized websites are not publicly named but officials say they are no longer accessible. Even users attempting to access
them with VPNs are now blocked from the content. The takedown is a significant win in the fight against harmful
deepfake proliferation. Researchers say it shows that enforcement of state laws can be effective in tackling this content.
The incident highlights the need for continued regulation and enforcement against deepfake content. This is particularly
relevant in the context of rapidly growing Al technology capabilities. Legal precedents set here may influence how other
jurisdictions handle similar cases. Victims advocates hope this leads to broader protections against synthetic media
abuse.

Sources Wired Al

Related Al Leaders Are Calling for a Slowdown. Trump's Team Says It's on Them

Also in Al

From Video to Data: How Al Is Transforming Multimedia Content Processing

https://lwww.artificialintelligence-news.com/news/from-video-to-data-how-ai-is-transforming-mul...

End of briefing. News Digest . 22 stories . 34 in brief . 5 sections


https://www.wired.com/story/new-york-seizes-a-dozen-celebrity-deepfake-websites/
https://www.artificialintelligence-news.com/news/from-video-to-data-how-ai-is-transforming-multimedia-content-processing/

	News Digest

