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The Brief Today's Headl ines

01Escalating Middle East tensions have pushed Brent crude oil prices to a six-week high above $97 per barrel.

02Nvidia's CEO declared that artificial general intelligence has arrived as OpenAI researchers spend thousands
daily on computing tokens.

03The US Military disabled ad tracking on personnel devices to prevent adversaries from targeting troops using
commercial data.

04Hackers exploited an inflation bug to steal approximately $320 million in Bitcoin from Blockstream's Liquid
Network.

05Investigators recovered flight recorders from a devastating Amazon cargo plane crash that occurred over the
Labor Day weekend.
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Oil Surges Above $97 As Iran Escalates Middle East Tensions

Escalating tensions in the Middle East have driven Brent crude oil prices to a six-week high above $97 per barrel. This 
surge in energy costs has subsequently pushed bond yields higher across European and Asian markets. US stock 
futures slipped 0.2% in cautious trading as investors weighed the geopolitical risks. Iran announced plans to create a new 
restricted zone in the Gulf, including maps of a new shipping corridor through the Strait of Hormuz. The restricted zone is 
expected to begin from the US Navy's blockade line and extend into the Persian Gulf. Iranian officials vowed to defend 
their interests and security against what they claim is a threatening US blockade. Compounding the supply concerns, 
Saudi Aramco facilities were hit again by Houthi attacks, further tightening the market outlook. The UAE has vowed to 
establish alternative energy routes to avoid being held hostage by the ongoing conflict. European natural gas prices are



also surging amid concerns about energy supplies linked to the wider geopolitical instability. The situation is further
complicated by the ongoing war in Ukraine, which continues to strain global energy logistics. Market analysts warn that
sustained high oil prices could reignite inflation concerns just as central banks consider rate hikes. The European Central
Bank is expected to hike interest rates, which could impact the markets alongside the oil volatility. Corporate news
includes job cuts at Jaguar Land Rover, reflecting the pressure on industries sensitive to energy costs. A failed trial for a
heart disease medicine by Novartis also added to the mixed corporate earnings landscape. Overall, the markets are
expected to be influenced by a combination of economic data and corporate earnings in the coming weeks. Investors are
closely watching for any de-escalation signals from Tehran or Washington to stabilize the energy complex. The impact of
inflation concerns on bond yields remains a primary focus for fixed-income traders. Tech sector valuations are also being
scrutinized as higher yields typically pressure growth stocks. Despite the headwinds, some sectors remain resilient due to
strong underlying demand. Ultimately, the trajectory of oil prices will depend on whether the restricted zone becomes a
reality.

Sources ZeroHedge.ZeroHedge

Yen Hits Six-Month High After Japan Sold $90 Billion In Treasuries

The Japanese yen reached its strongest level since February, surpassing 153.16 per dollar following a 0.8% gain on
Monday. This rally is attributed to rising expectations of a Bank of Japan interest-rate increase next week. Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent and Finance Minister Satsuki Katayama's intervention is believed to have sparked the currency's
momentum. New data reveals the Japanese government sold almost $90 billion in Treasuries to fund this record yen
intervention. Tokyo's holdings of foreign securities declined by $87.8 billion at the end of August, largely due to the sale
of US Treasuries. Analysts suggest Japan's Treasury holdings spanned the curve, but liquidating assets with maturities
of 5 years and under was the primary focus. The US Treasury Secretary has been vocal about the need to support
Treasury-market stability ahead of the midterm elections. This political pressure may limit Japan's ability to sell more US
Treasuries in the near future. The decline in foreign reserves is significant, but Japan still has substantial resources
available to intervene. These resources include foreign currency deposits and the Foreign and International Monetary
Authorities Repo Facility. The government's move appears to have helped stabilize the yen, which strengthened from
around 160.39 per dollar to as much as 155.30. The market is now fully pricing in a BOJ rate hike in September. Some
investors are even considering whether the central bank could accelerate the pace of tightening. The yen's appreciation
was also supported by gains in South Korean chip stocks, which contributed to a positive market trend in Asia. This
development matters as it reflects a shift in market sentiment and may indicate a strengthening Japanese economy. The
Bank of Japan's decision on interest rates will have a significant impact on the country's monetary policy. The yen's rally
may also have implications for the global economy, particularly for countries with trade relationships with Japan. Lack of
precedent for using the FIMA facility may be a significant hurdle to actual usage if reserves dwindle further. Currency
traders are monitoring US Treasury yields closely for signs of stress from Japan's liquidation efforts. A sustained strong
yen could alter trade dynamics across the Asian manufacturing sector.

Sources Bloomberg Markets.ZeroHedge

OpenAI Researchers Spend $7,000 Daily On Tokens As Nvidia CEO Declares
AGI Has Arrived
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OpenAI researchers are now consuming over $7,000 worth of tokens per day, a significant increase from just a year ago.
This surge is a result of the growing popularity and proficiency of AI coding agents, which have transformed software
engineering. OpenAI's CEO Sam Altman had set a goal to build an automated research intern that can carry out tasks
with human direction. The company has largely achieved this goal, leading to a decrease in human staff's workload in
some teams. Some teams are now shipping code faster and performing more experiments due to these AI tools.
However, this has raised concerns about the high cost of using AI within the industry. Some companies have shut down
internal token leaderboards due to concerns about productivity and cost efficiency. OpenAI's own employees have been
warned not to engage in tokenmaxxing, or using AI for the sake of using it. Despite this warning, the company's own high
token usage suggests a deep reliance on these agents. Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang has congratulated OpenAI on the
release of its newest and most powerful AI model, Astra. Huang called the release a major research breakthrough that
marks the arrival of Artificial General Intelligence. OpenAI has defined AGI as highly autonomous systems that
outperform humans at most economically valuable work. Astra is touted as a major milestone in achieving this goal
according to company statements. The achievement of AGI is a topic of ongoing debate among AI researchers and
critics. The news highlights the growing reliance of frontier AI companies on Nvidia's advanced chips. This reliance has
driven enormous sales for Nvidia and solidified its position in the market. The development of AGI could lead to
breakthroughs in medicine and science. Conversely, it could also put more jobs under pressure as automation
capabilities expand. OpenAI's findings provide valuable insights into the potential benefits and drawbacks of this
technology. The tech industry is watching closely to see how these cost structures evolve alongside capability gains.

Sources Business Insider.Business Insider

Emerging Market Stocks Rally To Two-Month High Amid Tech Optimism

An index tracking emerging-market equities saw a significant rally at the start of the week. The benchmark closed at its
highest level in over two months on Monday. The MSCI's gauge for developing-nation equities increased by 1.8%,
reaching its highest level since June 25. This recovery is attributed to optimism over new AI models which helped counter
the negative impact of rising oil prices. South Korea's benchmark Kospi index also surged almost 5% as a result of this
rally. This improvement is a welcome relief for investors and economists who have been concerned about rising oil
prices. The rally is a testament to the resilience of emerging markets and their ability to weather external shocks. The
news matters because it suggests that emerging markets are gaining momentum. They may be better equipped to
handle the challenges posed by rising oil prices than previously thought. This development is also a positive sign for
investors who have been holding onto emerging-market equities. The rally is also notable because of its timing, which
comes as investors are starting to look ahead to the new year. Tech stocks including those of SK Hynix and Samsung
contributed to the positive sentiment in the region. The Asian semiconductor rally was boosted by the release of OpenAI's
GPT-6 Astra. This surge in tech stocks helped offset the drag from energy costs on broader indices. Currency
movements in the region were also favorable, supporting equity valuations. Capital flows into developing nations appear
to be stabilizing after a period of outflow. Analysts note that domestic consumption in key emerging economies remains
robust. However, sustained high oil prices remain a risk factor for net importing nations. Policy support from local central
banks has also aided the equity market performance. Investors will be watching upcoming economic data to confirm if
this trend persists.

Sources Bloomberg Markets
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Hackers Steal $320 Million In Bitcoin From Blockstream's Liquid Network

Hackers withdrew approximately 4,000 bitcoin worth around $320 million from the Liquid Network federation wallet. The
Liquid Network is a federated sidechain of Bitcoin founded by Adam Back's Blockstream. The hackers exploited an
inflation bug on the LBTC side chain to create fake coins. They then cashed out these fake coins for on-chain bitcoin from
the reserves. The attack has affected the treasury, leaving only around 207 BTC in the wallet. This has raised serious
concerns about the security of user savings on the platform. The Liquid Network's sidechain has been paused to prevent
further exploitation. Bridge nodes have also been disabled to limit access to the compromised system. Exchanges have
been instructed to pause L-BTC deposits and withdrawals immediately. The breach has significant implications for the
Liquid Network's user base. Users now risk losing their savings as the underlying BTC is not currently redeemable. The
hackers have not yet contacted the affected parties regarding the stolen funds. It is likely that they will request a finder's
fee in exchange for returning the majority of the stolen funds. This incident highlights the ongoing security challenges
facing cryptocurrency infrastructure. Federated models rely on trust among members, which this exploit has undermined.
Blockstream engineers are working to patch the inflation bug and secure the network. Regulatory scrutiny on crypto
custodians may increase following such a large loss. The price of Bitcoin experienced volatility following the news of the
hack. Competitors are likely to highlight their own security measures to attract wary users. Recovery of the funds will
depend on negotiations and technical remediation efforts.

Sources ZeroHedge
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Jio Platforms Said to Start Marketing India IPO Next Week
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Welcome To The World That Now Exists
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UBS Calls Brazil Election "Extremely Close" - Bolsonaro Win Would Cement LatAm's Political Shift
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Huawei Crashes Apple's Big Launch Week With $3,000 Trifold Smartphone
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Six Nuclear Bills Clear House Committee Without A Single 'No' Vote
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Canada's Tariff Strategy Designed To Interfere With U.S. Midterm Elections

https://www.zerohedge.com/geopolitical/canadas-tariff-strategy-designed-interfere-us-midterm-e…

CapitaLand Targets $500 Million for Third Asian Credit Fund

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-09-07/capitaland-targets-500-million-for-third-as…

This Labor Day, A Look At Declining Role Of Unions In America

https://www.zerohedge.com/political/labor-day-look-declining-role-unions-america

Lawmakers Press DHS On Forced-Labor Import Enforcement

https://www.zerohedge.com/geopolitical/lawmakers-press-dhs-forced-labor-import-enforcement

Jamie Dimon and AT&T CEO John Stankey shared 4 tips for crushing your career

https://www.businessinsider.com/jamie-dimon-john-stankey-career-strategy-advice-ai-work-tech-2026-9
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Jaguar Land Rover Announces 4,000 Job Cuts Amid Chinese Competition

Jaguar Land Rover has announced plans to cut 4,000 jobs over the next two years. This major overhaul aims to address
declining sales and profitability issues. The move comes after the company faced significant challenges including a
cyber-attack. Intense competition from Chinese brands has also impacted their market position. JLR invested heavily in
an electric future alongside European rivals. However, they now face a difficult market in China where domestic
manufacturers have gained ground. Chinese sales have plummeted from 146,000 cars in 2017 to 62,400 recently. This
hit profit margins and revenues significantly. Analysts predict traditional brands will struggle to compete with new Chinese
rivals. These rivals can sell cars more cheaply and develop them more quickly. The job losses will mostly affect the
company's UK-based head office. JLR is attempting to save £1.7bn through the redundancies. The company has been
struggling with declining sales due to US tariffs as well. The redundancies are a significant blow to the UK economy. JLR
is considered strategically important for the country. The UK's automotive industry is heavily reliant on JLR. Many jobs
are dependent on its supply chain. The situation highlights challenges facing European brands in the evolving industry.
Volkswagen Group has also announced plans to axe jobs by the end of the decade. The decision to restructure is a direct
response to these competitive challenges.

Sources BBC News.BBC News

King Clarifies Harry and Meghan Remain Non-Working Royals
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The King has sent a letter to Prince Harry's team and government departments. It makes clear that any engagements by
the Sussexes will be in a private capacity. They will not act as representatives of the Royal Family. The letter emphasizes
that the 2020 Sandringham Agreement remains in place. This means Prince Harry and Meghan cannot pursue
commercial interests while being working royals. The letter asserts their charitable work will be a personal matter. This
move comes ahead of the Sussexes' public appearances in the UK this autumn. Prince Harry's first public appearance in
the UK since returning was recently posted. The King's letter is seen as a warning to organizations about the couple's
reception. Questions about the Sussexes should be directed to Buckingham Palace. The letter aims to establish clear
boundaries for the Sussexes' private activities. This is significant as it sets the tone for future public appearances. It
clarifies the status of the couple following their step back from duties. Government departments and military officials have
been notified of this stance. Lord Lieutenants have also received copies of the communication. The clarification prevents
any ambiguity regarding their royal status. It reinforces the distinction between working and non-working members. The
couple's charitable work will now be undertaken strictly in private capacity. This ensures the monarchy maintains control
over its official representation. The communication underscores the ongoing complexity of their relationship with the
institution.

Sources BBC News

New Evidence Links 9/11 Suspect to Saudi State and Extremists

Newly released evidence includes video footage regarding Omar al-Bayoumi. He is a key figure in a lawsuit brought by
9/11 families against Saudi Arabia. The videos show links to Saudi government officials. Footage also shows him
paintballing with al-Qaeda's future leader Anwar al-Awlaki. These videos were held by the FBI since 2001. They
contradict Bayoumi's 25 years of denials about being an extremist. His links to Saudi officials raise questions about Saudi
complicity in the attacks. The lawsuit argues Bayoumi aided two of the hijackers. The hijackers flew planes into the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon. Evidence including a plane diagram was withheld from some investigators. This has led
to speculation about why it was not fully pursued initially. The lawsuit seeks $1 trillion from Saudi Arabia. Saudi Arabia
has denied any wrongdoing in the attacks. The case has significant implications for the families of victims. It impacts the
global understanding of the events surrounding the attacks. Key people involved include Omar al-Bayoumi and Anwar
al-Awlaki. The findings shed new light on the 9/11 attacks. The evidence suggests potential involvement of Saudi state
actors. This development could influence the outcome of the long-running legal battle. It brings renewed attention to the
transparency of the original investigation.

Sources BBC News

Grindr Agrees £26m Settlement Over HIV Data Sharing Claims

Grindr has agreed to pay £26m to settle claims regarding user data. The claims allege the company shared users' HIV 
status with third parties. Two data analytics services were identified as having access to sensitive data. Apptimize and 
Localytics could customize advertisements based on this data. Users were revealed to have had their HIV status shared 
in 2018. The company defended the practice at the time of the revelation. Grindr claims to have overhauled its privacy 
practices since 2020. The company was fined £5.5m by Norway's data protection watchdog previously. It was also 
reprimanded by the UK Information Commissioner's Office in 2022. Grindr is located in the US with users primarily in the 
LGBTQ+ community. The actions highlight the vulnerability of LGBTQ+ individuals to data exploitation. There is a clear

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c20lpevv7jlo?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
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need for robust data protection measures in this sector. The incident underscores the importance of transparency in data
practices. User control is particularly important in the tech industry. The settlement resolves claims regarding the handling
of sensitive health information. It marks a significant financial penalty for the dating app company. The case serves as a
warning to other tech platforms handling sensitive data. Privacy advocates have long criticized the sharing of health
status data. The overhaul aims to meet user needs and protect their data going forward. This settlement concludes a
significant chapter in the company's privacy controversies.

Sources BBC News

Flight Recorders Recovered From Devastating Amazon Cargo Plane Crash

Flight recorders have been recovered from an Amazon cargo plane crash. The commercial airliner crashed while
attempting to land at an airport. The scene was devastating with debris scattered across the area. The incident occurred
on a Labor Day holiday weekend. This is one of the busiest travel periods in the US. The aircraft was operated by 21 Air.
It came to rest about 1,300ft beyond the runway. The plane collided with a Toyota Corolla during the incident. The
National Transportation Safety Board is leading the investigation. A team is examining the flight history and crew
experience. They are also looking into the aircraft's systems and engines. Investigators believe there may have been a
thunderstorm near the airport. Weather could be a key factor in the incident. The agency has appealed for public
assistance to aid the investigation. Safety recommendations will be made at the end of the investigation. The crash has
resulted in multiple fatalities and injuries. Authorities are working to recover victims' bodies. Support is being provided to
those affected by the tragedy. The incident has caused significant disruption to air travel. Two runways at the airport
remain closed following the crash.

Sources BBC News
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Emotional Oasis documentary glosses over the hard stuff
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Eiffel Tower shut by staff protest after female workers moved for religious visit

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clyenxp540vo?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss

Allow overseas stars to play for England - Lawes
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Edu leaves Nottingham Forest after turbulent spell
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US Military Disables Ad Trackers On Devices To Protect Troops

The US Military has initiated a significant security protocol by disabling ad tracking on devices used by personnel. This
move is designed to prevent adversaries from accessing publicly available tracking data to target troops in conflict zones.
The decision follows alarming reports that commercially available tracking data was previously used to target troops in
the Middle East. Senator Ron Wyden has stated that previous military efforts have not been effective in neutralizing this
specific threat. US Representative Pat Harrigan expressed concern that enemies should not be able to use credit cards
to buy tracking data. The Pentagon has blocked advertising IDs on Windows computers since 2021 to mitigate these
risks. Meanwhile, Android and Apple mobile devices had the feature disabled by default since at least February 2026.
This effort is part of a broader review of phone use restrictions for deployed personnel. Some personnel in the Middle
East may be ordered to surrender their phones due to concerns about mobile videos helping Iran target American bases.
The move is aimed at reducing location data generated by smartphones that could compromise operational security. The
US Military's actions matter as they highlight the need to protect sensitive information from open-source intelligence
gathering. They prevent adversaries from using publicly available tracking data to target troops effectively. The issue also
raises broader concerns about online security for all users. It demonstrates the potential for personal data to be misused
in geopolitical conflicts. This policy shift underscores the intersection of consumer technology and national security. It
sets a precedent for how military organizations manage commercial tech risks. The implementation shows a proactive
stance against data brokerage threats. Ultimately, this protects the safety of service members abroad.

Sources Slashdot

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cddvzm9nyz7o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clyenxp540vo?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/rugby-union/articles/c5y5kd13y99o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/articles/cj06m1e3e75o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c5ywj92jwy1o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://yro.slashdot.org/story/26/09/06/0553230/us-military-disables-ad-trackers-on-devices-to-protect-troops?utm_source=rss1.0mainlinkanon&utm_medium=feed


'She Lost Her Sight. Her Billionaire Father Bet On a Daring New Treatment.'

Billionaire Bill Ackman's 26-year-old daughter, Lucy, recently suffered a brain hemorrhage that left her unable to move,
speak, or see. Thanks to her father's intervention, she was given a novel cell therapy called mitochondrial transplantation.
This therapy involves transplanting mitochondria from her leg muscle to her eyes to restore function. This therapy has
gained traction among longevity enthusiasts seeking ways to prolong human life significantly. Ackman has vowed to
spend over $400 million to launch an institute dedicated to longevity and brain health. The therapy is being studied for its
potential to restore vision in individuals with damaged optic nerves. Ackman's story highlights the growing role of the
ultra-wealthy in funding medical research on longevity treatments. Other notable figures, including Sam Altman, Jeff
Bezos, and Peter Thiel, are also investing in life-extension methods. They are focusing heavily on cellular rejuvenation
research to combat aging. This trend is significant as federal funding for science has declined in recent years. The private
sector is taking on a more prominent role in driving research and innovation. The potential benefits of mitochondrial
transplantation are being explored by scientists globally. They believe that mitochondria may hold promise for reversing
some of the effects of aging. This case study brings attention to the ethical implications of wealth-driven medical access.
It also showcases the rapid advancement of biotechnology in the private sector. The outcome of Lucy's treatment could
influence future regulatory frameworks. Investors are watching closely to see if these therapies yield tangible results. The
story matters because it shifts the landscape of medical funding. It raises questions about equity in accessing
cutting-edge treatments. Ultimately, this represents a new frontier in human health optimization.

Sources Slashdot

Roku's 24/7 AI Slop Channel Is Even Worse Than Expected

The main event is the launch of a new streaming TV channel called Fairground AI Creator TV. This channel features films
made with the use of artificial intelligence technology. The channel, which is free and supported by ads, boasts a 24-hour
slate of programming. It is made by over 100 AI creators contributing to the content library. The channel's content,
however, has received largely negative reviews from early viewers. Critics are calling the programming low-quality and
awful in its execution. Despite its innovative use of AI, the channel's programming is often described as a drifting
dreamscape of bad ideas. There is little thought to scheduling or coherence in the broadcast stream. The channel's
quality has been compared to eating from a trough by some reviewers. Its content has been described as nightmare
fodder for viewers attempting to watch it. The channel's creators, including Frank Houbre, have contributed to the
development of AI-powered animation. They have worked on visual effects, but the final product is often lacking in
quality. The channel's launch has sparked debate about the value of AI-generated content. Viewers are questioning
whether they actually want to watch this type of media. The channel has also raised questions about the role of AI in
creative industries. There is ongoing debate about whether it can replace human creators entirely. Overall, the channel's
launch is a mixed bag for the technology sector. Some are praising its innovative use of AI tools. Others are criticizing its
lack of quality and artistic merit. This launch serves as a case study for the current limitations of generative media.

Sources Slashdot
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Audi’s new A2 E-tron is its most affordable and efficient EV yet

https://www.theverge.com/transportation/991081/audi-a2-etron-ev-specs-price

EcoFlow makes the miniature power station even smaller

https://www.theverge.com/science/991033/ecoflow-makes-the-miniature-power-station-even-smaller
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