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The Brief

01The United States has withdrawn B-1 Lancer bombers from RAF Fairford due to security threats, with British
officials indicating a high tempo of threats from Iran.

02Washington has initiated a restricted NATO diplomatic format known as the Bergen Group that excludes several
major European allies from discussions on the alliance's future.

03Huawei and Qualcomm have agreed to a broad multi-year patent licensing deal covering 5G technologies,
marking the first such agreement between the two companies.

04Romania faces a deepening political crisis after President Nicusor Dan designated Luca Niculescu as Prime
Minister following three failed government formation attempts.

05British Members of Parliament are demanding a formal investigation after a whistleblower alleging misconduct at
the Financial Conduct Authority died under suspicious circumstances.

Technology

Flock Surveillance Technology Faces Scrutiny Over Wrongful Arrest and
Transparency Costs

A controversial surveillance technology company is facing intense scrutiny following reports of wrongful arrests and
opaque data practices. Liz Lindseay Isaacs spent 13 days in jail after a Flock camera misidentified her vehicle in
connection with a fatal hit-and-run incident. Isaacs testified before a Senate Judiciary Subcommittee, placing direct blame
on the Al-powered system for her detention. Her legal team argues that without the use of Flock's technology, the arrest
would never have occurred. Compounding these privacy concerns, a Texas city recently demanded $2 million in fees for
public records regarding Flock camera usage. This exorbitant cost highlights the significant barriers citizens face when



attempting to audit law enforcement surveillance tools. While Flock has created transparency portals, very few agencies
have opted to share data with the public through them. Advocates warn that this lack of accountability could perpetuate
police misconduct and automate alerts for false suspects. Senate Democratic Leader Chuck Schumer has called for
further scrutiny of the company regarding data retention and security. He has also written to the CEO requesting
information about data sharing with federal agencies. The incident has sparked broader calls for regulation of Al-powered
surveillance technologies under the 4th Amendment. Online activists have even targeted the CEO's home in protest of
the company's actions. These events collectively underscore the growing tension between public safety technology and
individual civil liberties. Legal experts are now litigating cases on Fourth Amendment grounds to challenge these
automated surveillance networks. Ultimately, the controversy surrounding Flock safety cameras may drive significant
legislative changes in the near future.

Slashdot Ars Technica

Reflection Al Launches Beam Model to Rival Chinese Competitors

Reflection Al has officially launched its first frontier open-weight Al model called Beam. The company claims this new
model matches the performance of leading Chinese open models at significantly lower costs. Beam is a
501-billion-parameter model that was pretrained on 23.8 trillion tokens. It features a massive 1 million token context
window for handling extensive data inputs. Although performance claims have not been independently verified, the model
is positioning itself as a workhorse for enterprises. Reflection is aiming to build Al factories that would let institutions build
their own customized local Al systems. The company was founded by two former Google DeepMind researchers and has
raised $4.7 billion in funding. Backers include major industry names like Nvidia, Sequoia Capital, and Lightspeed Venture
Partners. Beam is seen as a potential Western answer to DeepSeek, Qwen, and Z.ai models. Its release is expected to
heat up the competition in the global Al industry significantly. Reflection plans to release Beam's weights and technical
details this month. Distribution will occur through hyperscalers and neoclouds with integrations across open source
libraries. The company has already secured deals with SpaceX and Nebius to secure access to Nvidia's GPUs. They are
also testing the concept of a sovereign Al factory partnership with Shinsegae Group in South Korea. Overall, Beam's
launch represents a new player challenging the status quo in the Al sector.

TechCrunch

OpenAl Implements Invisible Watermarks for ChatGPT in EU

OpenAl will begin adding an invisible watermark to text generated by its ChatGPT and Codex models in the European
Union. This move is designed to comply with the EU Al Act's transparency rules regarding synthetic content. The
watermark, called textGrain, is a subtle pattern that can be detected by algorithms but not seen by humans. The
technology will roll out over the coming weeks to eligible users on all plans in the EU. It will initially be available only for
select models within the company's portfolio. Developers using OpenAl's API worldwide can turn on the watermark for
select models starting today. However, enabling this feature is not the default setting for API users outside the EU. The
watermark does not identify the user and does not affect the model's performance during generation. OpenAl has
published a technical report on its method which notes it can be removed by editing. The company is cautious that the
watermark may not detect all cases of Al-generated content. Heavily edited text or content from another company's Al
might not carry the signature. This move follows Anthropic's similar announcement two months ago regarding content
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identification. Several major tech companies have committed to following the EU's code of practice on Al-generated
content. By adding the watermark, OpenAl aims to provide transparency and accountability in its Al-generated content.
The industry watches closely to see if this becomes a standard practice for all generative Al providers.

TechCrunch

Huawei and Qualcomm Agree to Broad Multi-Year Patent Licensing Deal

Huawei and Qualcomm have struck a broad multi-year patent licensing deal covering 5G and other technologies. This
agreement marks the first patent licensing agreement between the two companies to cover 5G technologies specifically.
Both parties have agreed to cross license their patent portfolios under fair, reasonable, and non-discriminatory principles.
The deal is expected to bring Huawei's cumulative patent licensing value to over $6.9 billion upon closing.
Implementation of the agreement will be subject to necessary regulatory approvals from relevant authorities. This deal is
significant as it helps Huawei overcome American export controls that have limited its access to chips. The constraints
have pushed Huawei to increase its research and development spending in recent years significantly. Huawei's
intellectual property licensing unit has been profitable since 2021 despite external pressures. This agreement is also
notable as it marks a significant partnership between two major tech companies in the 5G space. The deal is expected to
promote cooperation and innovation in the broader tech industry ecosystem. It covers Al, compute, and networking
technologies in addition to the core 5G standards. Resolving patent disputes allows both companies to focus more
resources on product development. Qualcomm benefits from licensing revenue while Huawei gains legitimacy in the
global standards community. The partnership suggests a thawing of tensions in certain areas of the US-China tech
rivalry. The long-term impact on consumer devices and network equipment remains to be fully seen.

Slashdot

Also in Technology

Warner/Chappell Sinks Lindsay Ellis’ Two-Hour Cruise Video Over A Few Seconds Of Karaoke

TikTok rolls out an Al shopping assistant and one-click checkout

Al glasses face their first major government crackdown

Mass quarantine issued in Russia after unexplained death of plague researcher
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New forensic evidence supports Egyptian "retainer sacrifice"

Controlling the brain with light earns a physiology Nobel

Lola Vision Systems is trying to make it easier to run Al models on chips

This startup is issuing Al-generated acne prescriptions

The Metric Is Not The Mission: The Finished Internet

Finance

Gold Steadies as Dollar and Yields Weigh on Rate Path

Gold prices have remained steady, trading near $4,140 an ounce despite significant headwinds. Typically, a stronger
dollar and higher Treasury yields make commodities more expensive for holders of other currencies. However, current
market dynamics suggest other factors are offsetting these traditional pressures. Key players including traders, the
Federal Reserve, and the US Treasury are closely monitoring the situation. The European Central Bank appears
influenced by recent bond selloffs in France. This activity has led to a weakening of the euro alongside a strengthening of
the dollar. While the stronger greenback usually acts as a headwind for gold prices, the metal has held its ground. Market
participants seem cautious about the ultimate impact of currency fluctuations on the commodity. Nevertheless, the steady
price action is viewed as a positive development for gold investors. The situation highlights the complex relationships
between global economic indicators and currency fluctuations. Commodity prices are reacting to a web of interconnected
financial signals rather than isolated data points. The bond selloff in France serves as a trigger for regional contagion
concerns among analysts. Federal Reserve interest rate decisions are being watched closely by all market participants.
Higher yields could potentially impact the central bank's future plans regarding monetary policy. Overall, the steady gold
price indicates resilience amidst a shifting macroeconomic landscape.

Bloomberg Markets

Japan's GPIF Damps Speculation on Portfolio Allocation
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Japan's Government Pension Investment Fund did not discuss portfolio allocation at a meeting last month. This decision
runs contrary to speculation that the fund would increase its purchases of assets in Japan. The meeting was attended by
the management committee but did not receive a scheduled report on the portfolio. This outcome dampens hopes that
the GPIF would respond to calls from Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi's administration. The administration had been
urging the fund to increase its asset purchases to support the economy. The GPIF stands as the largest pension fund in
the world with over $2 trillion in assets. Key people involved include Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi and the management
committee of the GPIF. The fund is heavily influenced by the Japanese government which is led by Prime Minister
Takaichi. Its portfolio is closely watched globally as it has significant implications for the Japanese economy. Asset
markets around the world often react to shifts in the GPIF's investment strategy. The lack of discussion on portfolio
allocation may indicate a lack of urgency from the administration. Investors and policymakers alike are concerned
because the fund's actions impact asset prices. Economic growth expectations may be adjusted following this news from
the pension fund. Speculation regarding increased domestic asset purchases has now been temporarily quieted. The
decision underscores the complex relationship between state policy and independent fund management.

Sources Bloomberg Markets

LA Schools Face High Fiscal Solvency Risk

The Los Angeles Unified School District is facing a high fiscal solvency risk level according to state officials. A recent
analysis highlights the district's ongoing enrollment decline as a primary driver of the issue. The state's report details the
district's cash burn rate with alarming projections for the future. Its unrestricted general fund balance is expected to
dwindle from $1.6 billion in 2026 to just $5 million in 2029. This decline is a major concern as it will leave the district with
limited financial resources. Budget shortfalls will become increasingly difficult to address without significant intervention.
The LAUSD is the second-largest school district in the United States. Enrollment decline has been ongoing for years
according to the recent state report. Officials state that the district is burning through cash at an alarming rate. California
officials are warning that the district's solvency risk level is high. Action is needed to address the issue before the
financial situation becomes critical. The report is a major concern for the district regarding its future operations.
Significant implications exist for the ability to provide services to students in the region. Financial struggles have been
well-documented in recent years for this large district. This report serves as a stark warning of the consequences of
inaction on budget matters.

Sources Bloomberg Markets

Guinness Closes Baltimore Brewery Amid Soaring Costs

The first US brewery to open in over 60 years will close its operations next month. Located in the Baltimore metro area,
the facility is shutting down due to shifting consumer demand. Increasing operating costs have also contributed to the
decision to cease operations. Diageo, the British company that owns Guinness, operated the brewery for eight years. The
location attracted over 2 million visitors during its time in operation. The shutdown is attributed to soaring costs and
changing consumer tastes. Economic pressures have made the location unsustainable for the beverage giant.

Maryland's one-party rule is believed by some to be a major factor in the brewery's closure. High taxes and regulations
are cited as contributing elements to the business decision. The decision comes three years after Diageo reduced the
workforce by 100 jobs. Most commercial brewing at the plant had already ended prior to this full closure announcement.
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The closure raises questions about the impact of shifting consumer demand on the US beer industry. Maryland's
economy has been negatively affected by its own policies according to critics. High taxes and negative net migration are
driving businesses out of the state. The brewery's closure is seen as a major blow to the state's economy by observers.

ZeroHedge

Trump Administration Plans to Ease Diesel Restrictions

The Trump administration is preparing to relax restrictions on tax-exempt dyed diesel. This move is expected to ease
costs for the industrial fuel powering the US economy. The plan could be announced soon and would allow broader use
of dyed diesel. This fuel is primarily used in off-road applications across various industries. The change is seen as a way
to cut the expense of running on-road vehicles such as pickup trucks. Users would save approximately 24 cents per
gallon under the proposed regulatory change. The US retail diesel price is currently $6.32 per gallon according to recent
data. This price level is still 68% above pre-US-Iran conflict levels. The move matters as the global refining crisis has
disrupted petroleum shipments worldwide. Ukraine's bombardment of Russian refineries has contributed to the supply
issues. The Gulf crisis has also played a role in disrupting petroleum shipments globally. The US along with G7 member
nations has been releasing additional diesel to address the shortage. The Trump administration's move could help
alleviate the costs of the fuel for various industries. Agriculture and construction sectors are among those expected to
benefit from the change. Key players include the Trump administration and major oil producers monitoring the situation.

ZeroHedge

Also in Finance

Surprise Republican Senator Admits He's Considering Running For President In 2028

The US Army created a new robotics job for special operations. Now, the service wants to go bigger.

Supreme Court To Decide Legality Of Trump Administration's ICE Detention Policy

Sam Altman says Elon Musk is a ‘bully’ who only respects people who punch him back

Norway temporarily bans Meta glasses in public spaces
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Pentagon Backs Ambitious Plan To Beam Solar Power From Space

Romania

Political Crisis Deepens as Niculescu Designated Prime Minister

Romania faces a critical juncture following President Nicusor Dan's designation of Luca Niculescu as the new Prime
Minister. This move comes after three previous attempts to form a government failed to secure parliamentary support.
Within the National Liberal Party (PNL), significant debate has emerged regarding the nomination. Rares Bogdan, leading
the conservative faction, has urged colleagues to support Niculescu to avoid early elections. He described Niculescu as a
decent man capable of dialogue with other parties like PSD and UDMR. However, Bogdan also warned against irrational
choices within the proposed team. Meanwhile, the official PNL spokesperson stated the party will analyze the program
before voting. The Socialist Democratic Party (PSD) has adopted a cautious stance under leader Sorin Grindeanu.
Grindeanu announced that the PSD Permanent Bureau will analyze the proposal before making a decision. He
emphasized that the party will not participate in a political adventure without guarantees. The PSD requires clarity on
economic and fiscal policies before offering support. Grindeanu noted that Niculescu's nomination mathematically
safeguards parliament but warned against blanket votes. The political stakes are high as Romania faces economic
challenges requiring a stable administration. Bogdan criticized previous fiscal policies and called for a responsible
economist as vice-premier. The Liberal-Conservative Platform within PNL aims to restore the party's identity amidst this
crisis. All major parties recognize the need for a valid government to address national issues. The coming days will
determine if this coalition can withstand the pressure.

Antena 3 Antena 3 HotNews.ro

Romania and Moldova Launch "Trump Liberty Line" Power Connection

A new energy infrastructure project aims to strengthen the connection between Romania and the Republic of Moldova. A
working group has been launched to construct the 400 kV Straseni-Gutinas power line. The project has been dubbed the
"Trump Liberty Line" and will receive significant financial backing. The US Government is providing a $130 million
investment to support the construction. The announcement was made jointly by the US Embassy in Moldova and local
energy authorities. Partners include the Ministry of Energy, Moldelectrica, and the engineering firm Black & Veatch. The
primary goal is to consolidate Moldova's energy security and reduce dependency on unstable sources. Completion is
expected by 2025, providing a reliable electricity source for the neighboring country. This initiative also expands
opportunities for American companies to engage in the region. The US Embassy stated the project will unlock potential in
infrastructure and renewable energy sectors. It represents a deepening of the economic partnership between the US and
Moldova. Romania plays a crucial role as the connection point for this energy corridor. The project is seen as a significant
step forward for Moldova's energy future. It aligns with broader efforts to promote economic growth and stability in
Eastern Europe. Interests of both countries are expected to be promoted through this bilateral cooperation. The power
line will allow Moldova to adopt and utilize American technologies effectively. This development underscores the strategic
importance of energy independence in the region.
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Antena 3

Only 17% of Romanians Prepared Financially for Home Disasters

A recent sociological study reveals a worrying lack of financial preparedness among Romanian households. According to
research conducted by IRES for the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction, only 17% of Romanians have
sufficient savings. These savings would be needed to cover the financial consequences of a natural disaster affecting
their home. The survey highlights a critical concern for families regarding rebuilding costs after major incidents.
Approximately 29% of respondents indicated they would need financial support to recover. Another 15% would rely on
state or local government aid in such a scenario. This reliance on external aid has increased by 3% compared to last
year's data. The financial burden of repairs and replacement of destroyed items can be significant for most citizens.
Alexandru Ciuncan, president of UNSAR, emphasized that ensuring a home is crucial for safety. The low percentage of
financially prepared respondents underscores the need for better preparedness. Families face significant risks if their
limited savings are insufficient for major repairs. The data highlights the need for governments to provide adequate
support resources. Insurance and disaster risk reduction strategies are essential for individual and family safety. UNSAR
stresses that financial preparedness is a key aspect of overall well-being. Authorities are urged to consider these findings
when planning disaster response frameworks. The survey serves as a wake-up call for both individuals and
policymakers. Without adequate savings, a single disaster could devastate a family's economic stability.

Ziarul Financiar

US Forms Restricted NATO Group, Excluding Key European Allies

The United States has initiated a new diplomatic format within NATO known as the Bergen Group. This restricted format
brings together five European countries to discuss the future of the alliance. The participating nations include Sweden,
Finland, Poland, Germany, and the Netherlands. Notably, major European powers such as the United Kingdom and
France have been excluded from these discussions. The Baltic states, which face direct security threats from Russia, are
also absent from the group. Experts warn that this move may create divisions within the alliance structure. The US
describes this as part of a "NATO 3.0" strategy to reduce American involvement in European defense. The goal is to
transfer more leadership responsibilities to European countries over time. However, critics argue this approach could lead
to a divide and conquer mentality among allies. The exclusion of key voices has sparked concerns about US favoritism
among member states. The Bergen Group's narrow format has been criticized for lacking broader European
representation. The US defends the approach as a normal exercise in diplomatic engagement. Security situations in the
Baltic region remain tense due to repeated Russian attacks. Excluding these countries raises questions about their
security guarantees within the alliance. The move is seen as a sign of growing US assertiveness in European defense
matters. Romania, as a NATO member, watches these developments closely for implications on regional security. The
long-term impact on alliance cohesion remains a subject of intense debate among analysts.

Antena 3

Putin Approves Sale of UniCredit's Russian Subsidiary
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Vladimir Putin has approved the reorganization and subsequent sale of UniCredit's Russian subsidiary. This decision was
necessary to comply with Russia's restrictions on transactions involving hostile nations. UniCredit is one of the largest
Western banks that still maintained operations in Russia. The bank had announced the sale of its Russian subsidiary
earlier this month to exit the market. The reorganization will divide the bank's Russian operations into two distinct parts.
The division of payments will remain under UniCredit's ownership during the transition. The sale is expected to be
completed in the first half of 2027 pending necessary approvals. The buyer is a new entity created as a result of the
reorganization process. Reports indicate the buyer originates from the United Arab Emirates, though identity remains
undisclosed. This sale highlights the challenges faced by Western banks following the invasion of Ukraine. Regulatory
bodies and the Russian government are heavily involved in overseeing the transaction. Compliance with Moscow's
restrictions is a key driver for this complex restructuring. The move marks another step in the reduction of Western
financial presence in Russia. UniCredit's board members are leading the effort to finalize the exit strategy. The situation
reflects the broader economic decoupling between Russia and the West. Investors are closely monitoring how such
transactions are structured under sanctions. The completion of this sale will set a precedent for other remaining Western
financial institutions.

HotNews.ro
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Luca Niculescu, despre familia sa: rude celebre, averea pierduta in comunism si bunicul trimis opt ani ,la Canal”

Trump sustine, din nou, ca pretul la benzina creste din cauza atacurilor Ucrainei asupra Rusiei

Astronomii au descoperit pentru prima data o planeta ,de a doua generatie”. S-a nascut din ramasitele unei stele
moarte

Antonis Tsaknakis, country lead Anytime Romania: Consideram Romania o piata strategica pe termen lung.
Asiguratorul, activ pe RCA si Casco, vrea sa faca investitii de 30 mil. euro Tn 4-5 ani si sa intre si pe alte segmente
de asigurari

Traieste peste 400 de ani si abia se misca. Groenlanda dezbate soarta celui mai lent rechin din lume. De ce se cere
eliminarea lui

Trump insista ca atacurile Ucrainei asupra Rusiei au dus la cresterea preturilor la pompa: ,Nu mai este Ormuz”
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Ce au in comun Cernavoda, Ormuz si Canalul Panama. Locurile de pe harta care tin ostatica economia globala

Ciuma exista inca in lume. Harta tarilor cu cele mai multe cazuri, dupa moartea suspecta a unei tinere intr-un
laborator din Rusia

General

MPs call for investigation after Lutnick-Epstein whistleblower dies

Members of Parliament are calling for a formal investigation following the death of a whistleblower. The Financial
Conduct Authority is facing significant criticism for its handling of whistleblower allegations. These allegations were made
by former trader Adam Andriesz. Andriesz had accused the FCA of inaction on his allegations, which dated back to 2018.
The FCA had claimed to have acted on his allegations, but Andriesz disputed this. He stated that the regulator's actions
were inadequate and unfairly targeted him. Andriesz's death has led to the FCA appointing a new non-executive director.
Lea Paterson will review his treatment and the FCA's handling of his whistleblower allegations. The FCA is also facing
criticism for allegedly paying lip service to its rules. Critics argue the regulator is protecting institutions at the expense of
whistleblowers. The review is aimed at learning lessons for the future. It seeks to improve the FCA's handling of
whistleblower allegations going forward. The case has raised concerns about the treatment of whistleblowers. There are
also questions regarding the accountability of regulatory bodies. The Transparency Task Force has been critical of the
FCA's handling of the case. The FCA has apologized to Andriesz's family and friends. They expressed regret for their
handling of the situation. This apology comes amidst growing pressure from MPs for a broader investigation. The
situation highlights the fragile relationship between regulators and those who expose misconduct. Families of
whistleblowers are now seeking assurances that such tragedies will not be repeated.

BBC News

What prompted the US bombers to leave RAF Fairford?

The United States has removed its B-1 Lancer bombers from RAF Fairford. This move occurred in the United Kingdom
citing some threats to the base. The nature of these threats remains unclear to the public. British officials have confirmed
that the UK is experiencing a high tempo of threat from Iran. This context would make it logical for US airbases to be
targeted. President Donald Trump has played down any link between the evacuation and recent arrests. US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio has also downplayed the connection. The evacuation is likely due to a fresh piece of intelligence. The
details of this intelligence are not being disclosed. The move is also seen as a cost-saving measure for the American
military. The B-1 Lancers are expensive to maintain. Each bomber costs around $330 million to operate. The incident
highlights the ongoing tensions between the US and Iran. There is particular scrutiny regarding Britain's involvement in
the conflict. General Sir Richard Barrons has suggested that the move was prudent. He noted the increasing threat from
Iranian drones in the region. The incident raises concerns about the vulnerability of US military bases. It also brings
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attention to the escalating costs of the US's involvement. Security protocols at allied bases are now under review. Future
deployments will likely depend on the evolving security landscape.

BBC News

Related Tories pledge £10bn 'Britannia Shield" air defence system

Tories pledge £10bn 'Britannia Shield’ air defence system

The Conservative Party has unveiled a proposal for its Britannia Shield military programme. The plan includes advanced
radar systems and upgraded command controls. It also features new interceptor missiles and counter-drone capabilities.
The three-tiered design is similar to the British Army's current Sky Sabre system. That system has previously been
deployed in the Middle East. The proposal is valued at £10bn. It represents one of the largest military programmes since
the Cold War. It is seen as necessary due to the threats Britain faces. The plan will be funded within the Conservative
government's existing commitment. They aim to spend 3% of GDP on defence by 2030. However, Labour's Prime
Minister Andy Burnham is under pressure. He must set out how he will reach Nato's 3.5% target by 2035. The
Conservative defence secretary has criticized previous cuts to the Army. Ben Wallace highlighted a £17 billion hole in the
equipment plan. The plan is seen as a response to the threats posed by Iran. This policy shift comes amidst heightened
global instability. The proposal is expected to be discussed at a Conservative conference. Critics argue that funding
mechanisms remain vague. Supporters claim this investment is vital for national security. Parliamentary debate is
expected to intensify as the details become public.

BBC News

Related What prompted the US bombers to leave RAF Fairford?

King's funding for Andrew not to be used for legal action against police

Prince Andrew is seeking a judicial review to challenge search warrants. The warrants were used for his properties
including Sandringham. Royal Lodge was also subject to the searches. This legal move comes after his arrest earlier this
year. He is challenging Thames Valley Police and the Central Criminal Court. The King's financial support for Prince
Andrew is being scrutinized. A royal source suggested private funds should not pay for the review. The King's financial
support is drawn from his private wealth. This includes income from the Duchy of Lancaster. It also includes his own
investments and inheritances. Buckingham Palace is distancing itself from Prince Andrew's legal pushback. This is
because he is no longer a working royal. Prince Andrew's lawyers argue the warrants were not properly obtained. A court
hearing will take place on Thursday. The hearing will consider the legality of the warrants. This matter relates to Prince
Andrew's ongoing legal battle. It also involves the King's involvement in his financial support. The case raises questions
about the monarch's role in controversies. Public perception of the Royal Family could be impacted. The situation
underscores the complex intersection of private wealth and public duty.
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